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2. DEPARTURE 
Rippling tongues Sly sunburst of golden eyes 

return body in gleaming waxen ease 

" 
chanting drums upon the room encircles her side with a thunderous voice 
of your laughter that echoes only hollow footsteps 
and the vacant rumblings of a sigh. I walk against your eyes 

prying at the smile for meaning 
- Joan Tarte 

forcing the crack as brittle lips open 

to dry 

against guitar cries 

that build in my distance before you. 

-Joan Tarte 
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